selected. The Nizam who had till then been listening to him with interest,
now suddenly changed his attitude and would not hear him any more 1
Neither he nor any of the courtiers about him could guess how he had
offended and he had to return in great chagrin from the interview. How-
ever, Mir Alum who understood his monarch better, came to his rescue.
He suggested that the plan of the site might have offended by reason of Its
size, for it was as big as any map of his Dominions that the Nizam had seen.
Accordingly at the next durbar a site-plan of the size of a postage stamp or
visiting card, nobody knows which, was presented; and sure as anything
the permission was granted and a farman issued immediately \

For more than fifty years the Residency had no defence works nor
were the Residents themselves thought to be in need of armed protection,
for they were all very much liked by the people. But after the attack
made on it during the Great Indian Sepoy Mutiny in 1857, the grounds
wexe protected by walls and gates surmounted by martello towers.

THE EARLY RESIDENTS AND THEIR WAYS

The early Residents too did not always live in the Hyderabad Resi-
dency but used it only as a sort of rest-house or cloak-room on their way
to the city from Bolarum. Here they had to wait until a guard of
honour arrived from the city to accompany them to the palace. They had
also to wear special dress, to fake off their shoes and not hats when
they entered the Nizam's presence and, of course, to squat on the carpeted
floor along with the other nobles, as European furniture had not been
introduced. It was only after 1857 that some of these inconveniences were
removed and in the reign of His Highness Nawab Mir Mahboob Ali Khan
Bahadur the present European modes of reception were adopted.

The correspondence between the two governments had some special
features too; for, the Nizam subscribed himself as the "Ma ba-Dowlat "
(Our Royal Self) and the British Government as " Niazmund " (seeker of
Royal audience). In the reign of Nasir-ud-daulah however the terms
used came to be changed into those of equal friendship.

The old Nizams used also to bestow titles upon the Residents as; well
as their own nobles; but it is one of the ironies of history that the
practice has now been reversed 1

*                                             **                                                                                                                                                                                             *
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